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IN this the first of three articles on-unidentified flying objects, sightings from the mundane

to the spectacular made in Northern skies are listed. The second article will feature a

North East socity formed to correlate and evaluate sighting reports. The final piece in the
series will seek tg place the__rE; .0. phenomena into a rational context.
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/0 girls were cycling
irum Hartlepool to
Hart 1 id - when

ey  paused - after

climbing the incline to

jich n, Upon
looking overhead they
were astonished to see

a Juge ]%lyramidal.%
object “in~ the “clear 7
summer sky. It had

shining surfaces which
reflected the sunlight
“in ™ rainbow " shades. 32
There were no port-
holes ' or. appendages
and  as it reyolved™.
slowly it also. s
moved ~ from teast to
west and back again, It
“then vanished .
suddenly. :

" An interest in the sub-
ject led me to nole the
salient details of thils close .

In fact, the number of
sightings wrilten up in
newspapers would seem Lo
be only the tip of the pro-
verbial jceberg. Witnesses

_are often ‘reluciant to be
quoted” in cold print. for
fear 'of derision ' from
friends and colleagues.

Though newspapers are
L largesy  syiupadiclic in
their reporting of aerial
mysteries, foolish head-
lines making facetious *
references Lo little green
men do little Lo encourage
confidence. -

MNor do frivelous com-
ments  from officialdom.
Mol Mail, but another

“HorthY&East  newspaper, ©%
carried a police spokes-

= man's comment about o
red fare degpping behind

¥ Billinghan' s Salutation” =

Mot everyone who sees an un

holidays.

such things,” said Mrs Pal Fer
be a reflection. Howeaver,
see this red ball shape in
over tress and it seemed
just disappeared, |
when | went back
pupils who had been campl

told me they

Aerial pyr

- .dutida_ind 50 01

il pst, then
sEhoolgit] ol ceand I :I#:"._
_Hartlepoal ] }
am tnesses, -

attractive as Hartlepool model
Her sighting was in 1974 on the
AL the time she lived

publig housg-as: “If it was
men - from’ ouler | space

O{ course, a greal many
::fhtln would seem 1o be
misidentified  aerizl

. phenpmena of a meleoro-

ogical or cosmic nature.
Or man-made - satellite
« debris, " sun nhlni.nﬁ off
geagulls, weather balloons
Harrier jomp—j =

cal burfi-off reflacted off

Nl anythime s
the sky makes 4
{nlking point and|deserves
a mention in the Press

For instance, what may "’

encounter, . whicl® waa )« hase been & JORREL" 0y
Press, i MBI repo T ng-
jand and The MilI"noted 5

that police had received a

fleld between rt and *
West Viewl They searched
the' area after’[a man
reporied seelng something,
crash into'a Ly
Descriptlons of | the "ob-
ject or objcts —
direrped—wldslyoers Mal'
reporiers - pieced “logether
witnesses FepOTISt sl i . .

Zeppelin. -

A resident in Ve
_i,Laﬂ]:nmﬂ_.d:s:EEﬁ Bow
e saw  fanl exiremely

¢ bright _ light ~ fro my

then

lounge  window™
made oul ‘& ﬁnﬂﬁdﬂ F}‘"r
5 4
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|
rather like a zeppeli
iwas - bright “red,} orange,-
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rst Monday of the school
in The Oval and awakened
her mother to share the experience, “l didn't believe in

guson, "and thought It must

we opened the window and could

the sky. We watched it hover

to be turning slightly. Then it
mentioned it to several people and

to Manor School in the September soma ..
behind Ward Jackson Park 50

seen It too.™
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“and yellow, and travelling '

low and quile slowly. It

Lithey = must' _haye en; appeared _to _bave. & Lail e -
thirsty.” | m— o change

course al the top of Park
Road."

1n a different direction

{hat night, four anglers at
igdl reported  an
jcoming from the

%era_t%n_j.j.ﬁnﬂ direction at
greal speed and crealing a

~ttremendous glow".
Also that night an object
y ghicd 2 -Ager

e o R Kl
llegn @ peing a grecn
ght ' and

E: arrow shaped,
~ ¢hanging ‘colour [rom red
to blue 1o green.

Under the heading "Win-
ate residents
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“ previous night. For shortly

" after

" ﬂfl:l'l.T brought
people oul of their homes
and caused motorists 1o
halt as it lit up the:
“r_ e T v

Mina

Ja

tol ]
'Maﬁ: “1 was driving down
-through Wingate when the

 ‘car in front of me pulled
“‘up in the middle of the
road. ‘The pecple jumped

- e o
eyewliness,
ol

out and looked up at the =

sky

*There waz & brilliant
lght in the sky — like an
electric light bulb.  There
;rt‘-ai- a terrific noise with it
= then i sty
% three secondd, and then It
shot up vertically at great
speed. I've never believed
in fiying saucers and that
¢ Isort” of thing before, but
now'1 den't know, My wile
Rita, who wag in the car
with me, was terrified.”

Another wilness said:
“jf had a hell of a
rumble wilh it 1t
was like a brilllant spin-
ning. light, with a centre

it. It disappearsd upwards
in a flash and must have
been travelling faster than
soupd,”

In rare cases UF.Os
cause o phf'alcal effecl Lo
people, as happened on a
deserted plece of ground
near Carlt sforkton, in
g 1

Walking ' home  over a
field close to the village,
he ‘observed a bright yel-
low light. He was in a
hurry to get home and at
first gave it little altention.

Buzzing -

“Then 1 heard this kind
of buzzing sound and
looked at it more closely,”

lower and lower and the
light was really bright. It
seemed to hover just over
{he fields, lighting it up as
AL It were day.

“I “pouldn't move 1
thought it was going lo
... land but it started o go

away and 1 felt mysell

being lifted Into the alr.

1 den't mind telling you 1

thought my last moment

had come. Then I felt my-
self falling back to the
ground and it was gone’
When he eventually told
of hiz sighting ‘people
fthought it all very funny,
but they ecan think what
they like. 1 didn’t imagine
s.g.ds-nm:mu 1 wish 1
a Ill' - eyl “ .

R e b b i e L S i~y

hroston

. top of Claxton Bank by
Greatham
was fddling aboul

seeand = the "

eleclic

-~ Vi ous -
report that it lanfied in a light  bulb™ %emu the

Terrified

wi . heading _out _towards
edoto - fly- alongos s=wgen e
ed for:two or." “%

and & sort of flare around,

Eiha ™ sald; <Mt - was~getting L.

Another  exiraordinary
sighting was made around
2 by=schoolboy

of Com-
Seaton
a friend
r a biewclg_ride

ATOW. -]
had been lo
and had paused at

with my bike when I saw
a - silver do in_. the
'Fra:m," Michael -told me.
It was about two - feet
i ‘E.IE.Q. looked metallic- ;8
to starT with ‘before. be-5
coming blurred. IL was only
visible for a few seconds
ag It jumped *about--30°
ards high and would
anded in the gquarry. It
shot off al a terrific spe
Erass = wWavere
aboul where it had been.”
They were scared and
when they eventually ven-
tured _to look into Lhe
quarry there was no sign
of whatever had created
the unnerving experience.

. In fact, the majority of
~Hartlepool sightingssij
reported in the columns — §
of-Th= Mall-hove haen by
oungsiers, A lypical ono
ing of an object seen
on the night of Seple
2 when

w a long Esilver cigar-
shaped object. —
. Comet

B

"We were :itnmiil;g near
the Narth Eastern when
we saw this bright Ilﬁllit ’

[

“was cigar-shaped
with a sort of dome on Lop.
1t moved slowly over the
town and disappeared,”
they reported. .

Aboul five minutes Iater
another. Ught appeared
overhead {his time.

“This’ Jight was travel-
ling mueh faster than the
first we saw and it eventu-
ally came down Ssome-
where negr—the TOANT
was like a comet or a
shooting slar. Il was very
exciting,” they agreed.

Perhaps - we can  dis-
count many sighlings as
relating (o occurrences ex-
plainable Lo scientists in
various disciplines. The
oneg chosen here merely
being a cross-sectlon from
a fila of North East sight-
ing regarded as being
mysterious as far as the
wilnesses were concerncd,

What is of primary Im-
portance is Lhat people feel
that what has been wit-
nessed is of sufficient im- _
portance o be taken
soriously. Observers de-
gerve’ {o-be~heard with -
understandin and an
answer should be: sought
to account for what has
bean seen. Mosl people
who feel they may have
seeén a L'Ff{ would, ‘In
fact, probably be relieved
fo be given an assessment
which is rational and
grgues a  mundane ox-
planatlon, Others are of a
more complex nature and
defy the sifting process
which guickly finds a plau-
sible mnatural explanation
~for around 90 per cent of

" reporis.

@The next U.F.0.
FOCUS ‘rmrt examines
the people who examing
the U.F.D. reporis.
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